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The President of the United States of America, authorized by Title 10, Section 8742, United 
States Code, takes pleasure in presenting the Air Force Cross to Sergeant Michael E. Fish, 
United States Air Force, for extraordinary heroism in military operations against an opposing 
armed force as an HH-43B helicopter Pararescue Specialist of Detachment 11, 38th Aerospace 
Rescue and Recovery Squadron, Tuy Hoa Air Base, Vietnam, during a rescue operation 25 miles 
southwest of Tuy Hoa Air Base, Republic of Vietnam, on 18 and 19 February 1969. During this 
period, with complete disregard for his personal safety, he was voluntarily lowered through 
intense hostile ground fire to treat and rescue four seriously injured Army UH-1 helicopter crew 
members, whose helicopter had been downed by hostile fire in a remote, mountainous, densely 
jungled canyon. He elected to remain on the ground overnight, fully realizing that he faced 
attacks by the hostile forces which completely surrounded him, and for more than fifteen hours, 



 
 
he treated and cared for the pilot, who was trapped inside the wreckage, until he could be freed. 
Through his extraordinary heroism, superb airmanship, and aggressiveness in the face of the 
enemy, Sergeant Fish reflected the highest credit upon himself and the United States Air Force. 


